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EXTRACT FROM THE MINUTES^ March 8, 1838. 



<^ Resohedy That a Committee consisting of the following Dele^ 
gates> viz 4 

ROBERT T. CONRAD, 

WALTER R. JOHNSON, 

JOHN H. FRICK, 
* SAMUEL C. ATKINSON, and 

FRANCIS PARKE, 
be appointed to prepare and publish an account of the proceedings 
of this Convention." 



PROCEEDINGS, &c. 



The delegates from the cities of Philadelphia, Pittsburg and 
Cleaveland, and from the several counties of the State of Penusyl- 
vania, met in convention at the Supreme Court room, in the Capitol 
at Harrisburg, at 10 o^clock on the 6th of March, 1838. 

The convention was temporarily organized by appointing 
THOMAS G. McCULLOH Chairman, and James Cameron and 
Thomas M. Jolly, Secretaries. 

On motion, resolvedy That the credentials of the delegates from 
the several cities and counties be now presented — when it appeared 
that the following delegates had been authorised to represent the 
several cities and counties to which their names are respectively 
affixed : 

ADAMS COUNTY. 

Thaddeus Stevens, James A. Thompson, 

Jacob Cassatt, , A. B, Kurtz, 

Wm. M'Clellan, Henry M'Devitt, 

Moses M'Clean, Jas. Cooper, 

Daniel M. Smyser, Charles Kettlewell, 

Samuel R. Russell, John Stentz. 

ALLEGHENY COUNTY. 

N. B. Craig, Benj. Weaver, 

George Darsie, Caleb Lee, 

C. Darrah, Wm. Porter, 

J. K. Moorhead, H. M. Watts, 

H. H. Peterson, W. W. Irwin, 

Wm. Kerr, Patrick M'Kenna. 

Ezekiel Harker, 

ARMSTRONG COUNTY. 

W. F. Johnston, George Ross, 

David Leech, David Reynolds, 

Charles Evans, George W. Smith, 

Robert Orr, Hugh Bigham. 

BEAYER COUNTY. 

Samuel M'Clure , A. W Townsend, 

Charles Carter, Wm. Morton, 

M. T. C. Gould, John Harshe. 

Robt. Darrah, 



BUCKS COUNTY. 
Gen. John Davis^ Lewis S. CorryeU^ 

Wm. Field, Morris Buckman, 

L Pugh, Jos* Downing, 

Daniel Y. Harman, Geo. Harrison. 

BEDFORD COUNTY. 
John A. Blodget, Henry Leader, 

Alex. King, Thos. B. M'Elwee, 

E. L. Anderson, John Sipe, 

John Watson, S. M. Barclay, 

Wm. Compher, Thos. C. Piper, 

Jos. B. Noble, Wm. Reynolds. 

CUMBERLAND COUNTY. 



Jacob Rupp, 
Dr. J. J. Myers, 
George Fleming, 
Wm. B. Milligan, 
Samuel Alexander, 
W. Milnor Roberts, 
Frederick Watts, 
Robt. M'Farland, 
Wm. Carother», 
J. H. Devor, 



John Harper, 
Geo.-M. Phillipar, 
Wm. Barr, 
Ed. M. Biddle, 
David Mahan, 
Wm. M. Biddle, 
Adam Reigle, 
Henry Longnecker, 
Robt. R. Church, 
Matthew Davidson* 



CAMBRIA COUNTY. 
W» B. Conway, Joseph ChamberlaiHy 

Moses Canan, David Easton. 

M. D. Magehan, 

CENTRE COUNTY. 
Thomas Bumside, James Irvin, 

Wm. W. Houston, Dr. S. Strohecker, 

James M'Manus, S. H. Wilson, 

Wm. E. Morris. Joseph F. Quay, 

John Potter, Saul M'Coimick. 

DAUPHIN COUNTY. 



Ovid F. Johnston, 

Peter Myers, 
Washington Snyder, 
E. Black, 
Isaac Allerman, 
Jacob DifTenback, 
John Brown, 
George Seltzer, 
Martin Kendig, 
ChristiiCn Ehrman, 
Simon Sallade, 
John Stenz, 
Michael M'Barran, 
Christian Shunk, 
George M. Lauman, 
Daniel Kendig, 
Simon Cameron, 



C. A. Spayd, 
John Remtey, 
Jacob Hessich, 
Jacob M. Haldeman, 
David Krause, 
Philip German, 
Wm. Ayres, 
Christian Seiler, 
John Dowding, 
Michael Burke, 
H. H. Strong, 
J. C. Bufiher, 
Henry Buehler, 
Francis Wyeth, 
Abraham Bombaugh, 
Wm. Duck, 
Geo. Beatty, 



E. Cassellow, 
John Prizer, 
Edward Fisher, 

Chas. M. Reed| 
D. Sawdey, 



John Berryhill, 
J. M. Forstor. 

ERIE COUNTY 

Jas. M. S. Borsty 
E. M. Kelso. 



FRANKLIN COUNTY. 
James M'Dowell, B. B. Crawford, 



James Campbell, 
Matthew Patton, 
John Coble, jr. 
Wm. Post, 
James Nill, 
Thos. G. M'CuUoch, 
Edward Watts, 
Jasper £. Brady, 



Thos. Chambers, 
Wm. Smith, 
Elliot T. Lane, 
Jas. Calhoun, 
David Fullerton, 
Hother Hage, 
George Garland, 
John Clarke. 



S. D. Culbortson, 

HUNTINGDON COUNTY. 

Gen. D. R. Porter, Thos. Jackson, 

J. Cunningham, John Savage, 

John Morrison, John Williamson, 

A. P. Wilson, Alex. Gwin, 

Wm. Spear, Jacob Cresswell, 

Seth M'Cuiel, A. W. Benedict. 
Irvin Harrell, 

JUNIATA COUNTY. 

James Mathers, 



John Beale, 
Wm. H. Patterson 



I 



James Hughs, 
Thomas Kinsloe. 



Dr. James Frow, 
Moses Kinsloe, 

LANCASTER COUNTY. 



James Cameron, 
James Boon, 
Joseph Howett, 
R. Frazer, 
Thos. Jeffries, 
Jacob Meyers, 
Robert Moderwell, 
John Brown, 
John W. Forney, 
Jacob Neff", 
Jacob Buckman, 
Henry E. Leyman, 
Philip Rightsel, 
Hugh Maxwell, 
Thos. E. Wiley, 
Reuben Mullerson, 
Col. Francis Boggs, 



Thomas Cox, 
Henry Rogers, Esq. 
Frederick Fick, • 
George Winower, 
Gabriel Diller, 
N. C. Scholfield, 
James Caldwell, 
Jacob M'CuUy, 
Adam Diller, 
John Strohm, 
James A. Caldwell, 
Jacob Redieg, 
Solomon Diller, 
George Ford, 
Abraham Kauffman, 
Benj. Herr, 
Cornelius Collin*. 



LYCOMING COUNTY. 

William P. Farrand, William F. Packer, 



Robert Fleming, 
John Morehead, 
Jeremiah Church, 
William A. Petriken, 
Asher Davidson, 
Wm. M. Patterson, 



Jas. Taylor, 

George Crawford, 

David M'Micken, 

Thomas C. Parsons, 

John B. Quigley, 

John Fleming. 

Francis Smith, 

LUZERNE COUNTY. 

Nathan Beach, Eleazer Carey. 

MONTGOMERY COUNTY. 

Gen. Thomas M. Jolly, Abraham Hunsicker, 

William Schall, Thomas L. Boileau. 

MIFFLIN COUNTY. 

Francis Ellis, 
James Dickson, 
Hamilton Semple, 
D. W. M'Cormick, 
D. W. Hulings, 
Jas. Parker, 



A. S. Wilson, 
R. S. Elliot, 
Wm. B. Norris, 
Wm. Reed, 
A. W. Burns, 
Geo. W. Patton, 



C. C. Hemphill, 
I. J. Maclay, 
AdamGrier, 



Dan. Eisenbise. 
Jas. M'Connell. 



MERCER COUNTY. 

William Porter, 
John J. Pearson. 



John Fisher, 
James D. White, 
Francis Beatty, 

NORTHUMBERLAND COUNTY. 
John H. Purdy, Chas G. Donnel, 

Hugh Bellas, Wm. Tweed, 

Henry Reader, Lewis Dewart, 

Jno. L. Watson, Henry Frick. 

Chas. W. Higgins, 

PHILADELPHIA CITY AND COUNTY. 



Jesse R. Burden, 
Abraham Miller, 
Frederick Fraley, 
Michael Snyder, 
Alex. M. Peltz, 
Geo. Sharswood, 
Wm. B. Fling, 
J. Washington Tyson, 
W. A. Crabb, 
Henry S. Spackman, 
Benj. M. Hinchman, 
Thos. Hayes, 
Samuel F. Reed, 
Miles N. Carpenter, 
Chaa. Pray, 
B. Crispin, 



John H. Frick, 
Robt. T. Conrad, 
Samuel C. Atkinson, 
Wm. J. Leiper, 
Chas. S. Boker, 
Jos. Yeager, 
Townsend Sharpless, 
Thos. D. Grover, 
John Sharpe, 
John Naglee, 
Daniel M. Brodhead, 
Robert Allen, 
Wm. H. Keating, 
T. M. Hubbell, 
Nath. C. Foster, 
Benj. Duncan, 



Samuel Stevenson, John Lindsay, 

J. B. Smith, Francis Park, 

John W. Ryan, John Hanna, 

Thos. O. Goldsmith, James M'Cormack, 

John White, George J. Weaver^ 

John Hemphill, John Cresson, 

John Dougherty, Wm. T. Gorman, 

C. Hickman, H. D. Rogers, 

Walter R. Johnson, Harrison Hall, 

Wm. Buehler, Wm. Rheiner, 

Jos. B. Smith, Dr. G. S. Schott, 

John R. Walker, Wm. Badger. 

PERRY COUNTY. 

John Fertig. 

SCHUYLKILL COUNTY. 

Nathan Nathans, Jno. Weaver. 

Chas Fraley, 

SOMERSET COUNTY. 

John Neff, Esq., Jonas Keim, Esq., 

George Pile, Hon. John Gebhart, 

Geo. Mowry, Esq., Hon. C. Ogle, 

Major Solomon Bare, Frederick Gebhart, 

J. F. Cox^, Gen. Geo. Ross, 

Samuel Statler, Jr., Daniel Weyand. 

Samuel Philson, 

UNION COUNTY. 

H. C. Eyer, Jas. M'Clurc,' 

Gen. Abbot Green, Alexander M'CIure, 

R. P. Maclay, R. Barber, 

Jno. Vanvalzah, Gabriel Yearick, 

I. Slenker, J. Waggonseller, 

Henry Yearick, J. Gutelius, 

Ner Middleswarth, Francis Franks. 

WESTMORELAND COUNTY. 

Robert Graham, Wm. Graham, 

John Armstrong, Samuel L. Carpenter, 

John Morrison, John Hill, 

C. Painter, Wm. Randies, 

I. Painter, James Stewart. 

John Snodgrass, 

CLEVELAND CITY, (Ohio.) 

C. M. Gidings, S. Starkweather, 

W. B. Lloyd, A. L. Collins, 

John Barr, J. W. Allen, 

F. Whittlesey, James Kellog. 

TRUMBULL COUNTY, (Ohio.) 
William Quimby. 

It was then on motion, 
Resohedj That one delegate from each city and county be ap* 
pointed on a committee to select officers for the definitive organi- 
zation of the Convention, and to report the same at thi^ o'clock 
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this afternoon. The Ck>nTention then named the fbilfiwiBg dele* 
gates to constitute said committee: 

Thomas Bumside, Centre County, 

John White, City of Philadelphia, 

John Naglee, County of Philadelphia, 

Daniel M. Smyser, Adams County, 

Neville B. Craig, Allegheny, 

George Darsie, City of Pittsburg, 

M. T. C. Gould, Beaver County, 

L. S. Coryell, Bucks, 

J* A. Blodget, Bedford, 

Samuel Alexander, Cumberland, 

S. D. Culbertson, Franklin, 

John Williamson, Huntingdon, 

Hugh Maxwell, Lancaster, 

Robert Fleming, Lycoming, 

Thomas M. Jolly, Montgomery, 

A. S. Wilson, Mifflin, 

J. J. Pearson, Mercer. 

H. Frick, Northumberland, 

J. F. Cox, Somerset, 

John Armstrong, Westmoreland, 

John Barr, Cleaveland City, 

William Quimby, Trumbull County, Ohio. 

The place of the present meeting being found too limited to ac- 
commodale the numerous delegates in attendance, it was on motion, 

Resolved, That when the Convention adjourns it shall adjourn 
to meet at three o'clock this afternoon at the Presbyterian Church, 
the use of which had been tendered by the trustees for that pur- 
pose. 

Adjourned. * 

Three o^cteekj JP. JK. 

l*he Convention, agreeably to adjournment, assembled in the 
Presbyterian Church, and was called to order by the chairman. 

The committee on the selection of officers for the Convention, 
reported as follows : 

'^The committee appointed by the provisional organization of 
the Convention have instructed their chairman to report the fol- . 
lowing officers, viz. 

For President, the Hon. ROBERT T. CONRAD, of the county of 

Philadelphia. 

' Charles M. Gidings, of Cleaveland^ Ohio. 

Thomas G. M'Culloh, Franklin Co. 

«.. x% • 1 . Heney Leader, Bedford. 
\ ice Presidents, j^^^^^^^ g ^^^^ Pittsburg. 

William F. Packer, Lycoming. 
C William F. Johnston, Armstrong. 



(Thomas M. Jollt, of Mwntgcmtr^* 
Samuel Alexandba, Cumberland. 
Wm. E. Morris, Ckntre. 
Walter R. Johnson, Philadelphia. 

On motion, the report was unanimously adopted, and the officers 
therein named were appointed to occupy the stations to which they 
had been severally recommended by the committee. 

The president elect was then conducted to the chair, on taking 
which he addressed the Convention in some pertinent and eloquent 
remarks in explanation of the objects for which it had been con- 
vened. 

On motion of Mr. Keating of Philadelphia, the list of delegates 
as contained in the proceedings of the morning was then read. 

On motion of Mr. Irwin of Pittsburgh, a committee of one dele- 
gate from each city and county, was appointed to report subjects 
to be brought before the Convention. The following members 
were announced by the president to compose said committee, viz. 

William W. Irwin, of the city of Pittsburgh, 

William H. Keating, of the city of Philadelphia, 

Thaddeus Stevens, Adams county, 

John R. Walker, Philadelphia county, 

George Darsie, Allegheny, 

William F. Johnston, Armstrong, 

Marcus T. C. Gould, Beaver, 

J. Pugh, Bucks. 

Thomas Burnside, Centre; 

Alexander King, Bedford; 

Frederick Watts, Cumberland; 

Simon Cameron, Dauphin; 

Thomas J. M'CulIoch, Franklin; 

A. P. Wilson, Huntingdon; 

James Hughs, Juniata; 

Hugh Maxwell, Lancaster City; 

Francis Boggs, Lancaster County; 

John J. Pearson, Mercer; 

Thomas M. Jolly, Montgomery; 

Wm. B. Conway, Cambria; 

Robert Fleming, Lycoming; 

Daniel Weyand, Somerset; 

A. S. Wilson, Mifflin; 

Henry Frick, Northumberland^ 

Abbot Green, Union; 

Robert Graham, Westmoreland; 

John Fertig, Perry; 

Wm. Quimby, Trumbull County, Ohio; 

Frederick Whittlesey, Cleaveland, Ohio. 

On motion, Resohedy That when the Convention adjoum<:, it 
shall adjourn to meet to-morrow morning at ten o'clock, at tho 
County Court House. 

Aelfourned. 

2 
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MARCH 7, 10 o'cfock, A. M. 

The Convention met agreeably to a^joununent. The minutes 
of the preceding meeting having been read, Mr. Irwin, from the 
General Committee to prepare subjects for the consideration of 
the Convention, reported the following resolutions: 

1. ^^Resohedy That a committee of be appointed (o 
inquire and report in reference to the expediency of an imme- 
diate survey of a continuous line of rail-road by the most practi- 
cable route, between the cities of Philadelphia and Pittsburgh. 

2. Resolved, Thnt a committee of be appointed to 
inquire and report what legislation, if any, be necessary on the 
part of Pennsylvania and Ohio, with the view of connecting by 
means of a continuous railway, the cities of Cleaveland and Pitts- 
burgh. 

3. Resolved J. Thsi a committee of be appointed to 
inquire into the propriety of causing surveys to be made for a 
rail-road between Pittsburgh and the town of Erie, and whether it 
will be most advantageous for Pennsylvania to construct a road 
between those points, or go to Cleaveland, in Ohio. 

4. Resolved, That a conmuttee of be appointed to 
draft a memorial to the Legislature of Pennsylvania, in reference 
to the proposed objects. 

5. Resolved, That a committee be appointed to draft resolutions 
expressive of the sentiments of the Convention." 

The above resolutions having been read a first and second time, 
were taken up separately for consideration, 

Mr. Fleming, of Lycoming, offered as an amendment to the 
first resolution, to strike out all after the word Resolved, and insert 
the following : 

'' That it be recommended to the Legislature to make an appro- 
priation for the purpose of procuring experimj^ntal surveys and 
explorations of the several passess through and over the Allegheny 
mountain within the State of Pennsylvania, with a view to the 
construction of a continuous rail-road^frbm Philadelphia to Pitts- 
burgh. 

Before the question was taken on this amendment. Dr. Burden, 
of iPhiladelphia county, moved to strike out the words, " within 
the State of Pennsylvania," which motion was negatived. 

Mr. Alexander, of Cumberland, moved to am^nd the amend- 
ment offered by Mr. Fleming, by inserting after the word rail-road, 
the words " or continuous line of rail-way and MacAdamized 
road s." 

Before the question on the last amendment was taken, Mr. Irwin, 
of Pittsburgh, moved to postpone the subject now before the Con- 
vention, in order to give place to a resolution to fix the method of 
voting in the Convention. After some discussion the motion to 
postpone was withdrawn by the mover, but immediately renewed 
by Mr. King, of Bedford; and the question being put, was deci- 
ded in the negative. So the Convention refused to postpone* 
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The CooventioQ tbea adopted the amendment offered by Mr. 
Fleming, as modified by Mr. Alexander, to read as follows : 

** Resolved J That it be recommended to the Legislature to make 
an appropriation for the purpose of procuring experimental sur- 
veys and explorations of the several passes through and over the 
Alleghany mountain, within the State of Pennsylvania, with a 
view to the construction of a continuous rail-road or communica- 
tion by railway and MacAdamized roads from Philadelphia to 
Pittsburgh." 

Mr. Fleming of Lycoming then moved that when this Conven- 
tion adjourns it shall adjourn sine die. Before the question was 
taken, Mr. M^Elwee, of Bedford, moved to strike out the words 
^^«ine c2ie," and insert the words, " to meet again this afternoon, 
at half-past three o'clock," which amendment was decided in the 
affirmative, and the resolution as amended was then adopted. 

Adjourned. 

MARCH 7, half past 3 P. M. 

The Convention having met agreeably to adjournment, took up 
for consideration the second resolution reported by the general com- 
mittee, this morning. The resolution having been read, the ques- 
tion was put, and after some discussion, carried in the affirmative 
without amendment. On motion, the blank was ordered to be filled 
with the number nine. 

The committee ordered to be appointed by said resolution, was 
announced by the president as follows : 

Messrs. Darsie of Allegheny, Whittlesey of Cleaveland, Quim- 
by of Trumbull, Burden of Philadelphia county, McElwee of Bed- 
ford, Burnside of Centre, Gould of Beaver, Keating of Philadel- 
phia city, and Morehead, of Lycoming. 

The Convention then proceeded to the consideration of the third 
resolution, which was on motion, referred to the same committee 
which kad been appointed under the second resolution. 

On motion, Messrs. H. S. Spackman of Philadelphia, H. H. Pe- 
terson of Pittsburgh, and C. M. Reed of Erie, were added to said 
committee. 

The fourth resolution, relative to drafting a memorial to the le- 
gislature, was then taken up and adopted without amendment, and 
the blank ordered to be filled with the number five. 

The following delegates were announced by the president to 
constitute the conmiittee under the fourth resolution, viz. 

Messrs. W. R. Johnson of Philadelphia, C. Darragh of Pitts- 
burgh, O. F. Johnston of Dauphin, J. R. Walker of Philadelphia 
county, H. Bellas, of Northumberland. 

The fifth resolution was then taken up, and its'^consideration in- 
definitely postponed. 

On motion, Resolved, that a committee of three be appointed to 
take measures for defraying the expenses attending the sessions of 
this Convention, and the publication of its proceedings : 

Messrs. S. Alexander of Cumberland, W. Ayres of Dauphin, and 
J.. C. Buchcr of Dauphin, were appointed said committee. 
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' On motioii, adjourned to meet again to-morrow morning at ten 
o^clock. 

MARCH 8, 10 A. M. 

Convention met agreeably to adjournment. 

The committee appointed yesterday in obedience to the second 
resolution, and to whom was also referred the consideration of the 
third resolution reported by the general committee, made through 
their chairman, Mr. Darsie of Pittsburgh, the following report : 

'^ The committee to whom were referred the second and third 
resolutions, report — 

'^ That the only legislation which has been represented to them 
as requisite at this time on the part of Pennsylvania and Ohio with 
a view of connecting by means of a continuous rail-road the cities 
of Cleaveland and Pittsburgh, would be the grant of authority by 
Pennsylvania to the Beaver and Conneaut Kail Koad Company to 
connect with the Cleaveland and Warren rail-road. And your 
committee would further report, that in consideration of the pre- 
sent state of improvements making by this commonwealth to con- 
nect Pittsburgh with Erie, and of the works making by companies 
incorporated by this State and Ohio to connect by canal the Ohio 
river with the Ohio state canal, (in one of which companies this 
State has a large interest,) the committee are not able in the short 
time which they have for deliberation, and with the imperfect in- 
formation now before them, to recommend the adoption of any 
measures in relation to the matter at this time ; they therefore offer 
the following resolution : 

^^ Resolved, That the committee be discharged from the further 
consideration of the subject." 

The resolution was read twice and passed in the affirmative. 

The report was then taken up for consideration, and after some 
discussion, adopted. 

The committee appointed under the fourth resolution for prepar- 
ing a memorial to the legislature, through their chairman, Mr. 
Johnson of Philadelphia, presented the following draft of a memo- 
rial, which having been read, was, on motion, unanimously adopted, 
ordered to be signed by the officers on behalf of the Convention, 
and presented to both houses of the legislature. 

To the Senate and House of Representatives of the Commonwealth 

of Pennsylvania : 

The Memorial of the undersigned citizens of Pennsylvania, 
respectfully represents — 

That a very numerous Convention of your fellow citizens, from 
various parts of the commonwealth, has been held at Harrisburg, 
on the 6th of March, 1838, for the purpose of deliberating on the 
important subject of a continuous line of rail-road or other mode 
of expeditious communication between the cities of Philadelphia, 
Pittsburgh and Cleaveland, at which the following among other re< 
iK»iutions, was adopted. 
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*^ Reaolvedy That it be recommended to the Legblature, to make 
an appropriation for the purpose of procuring experimental aurfeys 
and explorations of the several passes through and over the Alle« 
gheny mountain, within the State of Pennsylvania, with a view to 
the construction of a continuous rail-road, or communication by 
rail-way and MacAdamized roads, from Philadelphia to Pittsburgh." 

And whereas, in the opinion of your memorialists, • the recom- 
mendation contained in the above resolution was dictated by a 
prudential and liberal view of the importance, both to present and to 
future generations, of our great system of internal improvements : — 

And whereas, in the opinion of your memorialists, all enlighten- 
ed, permanent and useful legislation on this deeply interesting sub- 
ject, must be founded on previous, accurate topographical surveys: — 

And whereas, the agricultural, mechanical, manufacturing, 
mining and commercial Interests of Pennsylvania, alike require 
that greater facilities than any hitherto provided, should be speedily 
furnished for the connexion of our eastern commercial metropolis 
with the great lakes and rivers of the west: — 

And whereas, the early attention of the legislature to this sub- 
ject may not only bring into immediate usefulness resources hitherto 
dormant, but likewise render available to Pennsylvania much of the 
trade even of our sister States, which would otherwise soon find 
channels to more distant markets : — 

And whereas, an extensive survey and a careful comparison of 
various routes for lines of communication, and especially a clear 
exhibition of the crest lines of the main dividing ridges between 
the eastern and western waters, may in future save much useless ex- 
pense otherwise liable to be incurred on routes of doubtful utility: — 

Therefore do the undersigned respectfully request of your honor- 
able bodies to make such liberal provision for the purpose of imme- 
diately surveying the crest line and the various routes through and 
over the Allegheny mountain, as may insure to the results the 
entire confidence of our fellow citizens throughout the state, and 
as to your wisdom may appear most expedient. 

While your memorialists respectfully urge the necessity of minute 
and careful examinations and surveys of the whole extent of our great 
mountain range, they would sedulously avoid any invidious expres- 
sion of preference of one route above another, believing that the de- 
termination of questions of preference must rest entirely on the sur- 
veys which we have deemed it our duty to recommend, and depend 
on future legislative action, in the justice of whose decisions we re- 
pose the highest confidence. They would, however, ask permission 
to suggest, that all the physical circumstances and advantages 
which go to constitute the eligibility of any route, should be atten- 
tively noted in the progress of the proposed topographical surveys, 
including the total elevation or succession of elevations to be over- 
come in passing from the level of tide to that of the western 
waters ; — the actual distance and rate of inclination ; — the con- 
nexions likely to be effected between it and other lateral or tribu- 
tary lines of rail load ; — ^the natural resources of the districts of 
country through which it may pass ; — the inducements which, it 
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nM9^ Atn^ah to poirtioni of aigr neighboring «tafe to seek oiur dwn 
eMQittMCial aiclwfpolis as a matket^ or the naltiixd advantages 
wMch any portion of a neighboring state may he known to afford 
for forming a coanexion between one potiion and another of the 
stale of Pennsylvania afeng snch line ;«-^the outlet it will afford for 
the productions of our industry, and the aooomniodation it will 
supply to the tra?eUer,-~-together with the existence or non-exist- 
ence of delays for transferriDg merchandise firom. one species of 
coBTeyance to another. 

Your memorialists would further represent, that while we hold 
all our public works iot which the credit of the commonwealth is 
l^edged, and which have been judiciously located and faithfully 
executed, as at once proud monuments of enterprize and fortunate 
investments of capital ;-^we would req>ectfully represent, that we 
le^d the obtaining of useful knowledge as also among the best 
investments of capital; and a clear comprehension of our various 
routes and resources for internal communication as the most useful 
of knowledge, and would therefore hail an investment in this 
species of knowledge, as one of the most fortunate which the legis- 
lature can at this day authorize. 

In asking the attention of the legislature to this subject, your 
memorialists cannot refrain from dwelling with pleasure on the 
prospect of that vast and thriving population which is destined at 
no distant day to fill the fertile regions bounding the lakes and 
rivers of the west, nor from remarking with equal pride and satis- 
faction the fact, that with a great proportion of the mercantile 
community already established in those regions, the city of Phila- 
delphia is the first choice as a market for their produce, and a 
source of their supplies ; and while they would seek to manifest to 
the citizens of other states, the due acknowledgment of this tri- 
bute to the integrity of our merchants, your memorialists feel as- 
sured that their fellow citizens in other portions of the Union will 
find in the proposed action of the legislature an earnest of that 
cordial reciprocity of benefits which, while she looked with a just 
regard to her own interests, has ever distinguished the liberal po- 
licy oi Che state of Pennsylvania.'* 

On motion, 

Resolvedy That a committee consisting of the following dele- 
gates, viz. Robert T. Conrad, Walter R. Johnson, John H. Frick» 
Samuel C. Atkinson, and Francis Park, be appointed to prepare 
and publish an account of the proceedings of this Convention. 

On motion of Mr. Spackman, 

Resolved^ That the president of this Convention be authorized 
to place in the hands of the committee on publication such infor- 
mation as the delegates from Ohio and western Pennsylvania, or 
from north-western, central or southern Pennsylvania, may furnish 
respecting the advantages of communication between Philadelphia, 
Pittsburgh, and the lakes, and that the committee be authorized to 
publish such information with the proceedings of the Convention. 

On motion of Mr. Fleming of Lycoming, 

Reaelv^dy That this Convention consider a rail-road from Balti- 
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more through Pennsylvania to Sodus* Bay in New YoriLyConstniet- 
ed on or near the meridian of Washington city, to be an important 
national object, and we recommend the improvement to tbs early 
consideration of the members of CSongress from Pennsylvania." 

Resolved^ That a copy of the foregoing resolution be forwarded 
by the president to each member of the Pennsylvania delegation 
in congress. 

On motion by Gen. Jolly, it was unanimously 

Resolvedj That the thanks of this Convention be presented to 
the Trustees of the Presbyterian Church in Harrisburg, for the 
liberal offer of the use of said church for the meetings of this Con- 
vention, and also to the Commissioners of Dauphhi County, fbr the 
Qse of the court house in this borough. 

On motion of Gen. Green of Union, it was unanimously 

Resolved, That the members of this Convention tender their 
thanks to the president, vice-presidents, and secretaries of this 
Convention, for the talented, dignified, and impartial manner with 
which they have discharged the respective duties, devolved en 
them by their appointment. 

On motion, the Convention then adjourned sine die* 
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Hon. Robert T. Conbad, 

SiE : — The undersigned delegates from Ohio to the Rail Road 
G>nvention held at Harrisburg on the 6th of March, 1838, respect- 
fully request you as President of that body to place in the hands of 
the committee on publication the following communication prepar- 
ed by them in pursuance of the following resolution adopted by 
said body, viz: 

^^Resohed^ That the President of this Convention be authorised 
to place in the hands of the committee on publication such infor- 
mation as the delegates from Ohio, and Western, Northwestern, 
Central or Southern Pennsylvania, may furnish respecting the ad- 
vantages of conmiunication between Philadelphia, Pittsburgh and 
the Lakes, and that the committee be authorized to publish such 
information with the proceedings of the Convention." 

That a communication by Rail Road between Philadelphia,. 
Pittsburgh and the Lakes, is desirable, and that it will, if effected, 
prove in the highest degree advantageous to the cities alluded to, 
and to the state of Pennsylvania at large, is not denied. As to 
the route which will be most eligible, however, a difference of 
opinion exists, especially in regard to the point where the Lakes 
shall be tapped, dictated by a laudable desire on the part of those 
dwelling upon their shores to secure the benefits to be conferred 
by so vast a trade as that, the securing of which is contemplated. 

It is the part of the undersigned briefly to state those facts which, 
in their opinion, go to show the superiority of the Cleaveland route, 
and this without drawing invidious comparisons, or in any way 
striving to depreciate the merits or undervalue the advantages of 
other and rival routes. 

Lake Erie is the great reservoir of western trade. Upon its bosom 
already are floating no less than forty steamboats, ranging from 
three to seven hundred tons, the majority of the largest class, and 
three hundred ships, brigs, schooners and sloops, while there are 
now building a number of additional steamboats and other craft, 
which will be added to the above list the ensuing season. For the 
security and convenience of these vessels, artificial harbors have 
been constructed by our general government at the mouths of 
nearly all the streams of any note emptying into this lake upon the 
American side, while to furnish them with employment, channels 
of trade have been opened, or are in progress towards completion, 
with all parts of the interior. Among the more important commu- 
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mcationfli of HA^ kind may be ludied th# Ohio Canal* 909 miles 
in length, already completed, and running from Qeavekuid south to 
the Ohio river at Portsmouth, and the Wabash and Erie Canal, 
now in rapid progress, and soon to be finished, extending from the 
mouth of the Maumee river, 80 miles to Fort Defiance, and thence 
by two branches, conmiunicating with Cincinnati and the Wabash 
river; the latter branch finally to terminate also on the Ohio river 
at £vansville, Indiana. The Mad River and Lake Erie rail-road, 
when completed, (and it is now building,) will open a communica- 
tion between Sandusky city and Cincinnati. This is the boast of the 
State of Ohio. In Michigan various rail-roads across the Peninsula 
to Lake Michigan are in progress, among which may be named 
those commencing at Toledo, near the mouth of the Maumee river, 
and one at Detroit, both of which have been completed for some 
distance from these points westward, and are now in use. These 
channels, together with the natural communications through De- 
troit and St. Clair river, will pour upon Lake Erie the trade of Nor- 
thern Ohio, Indiana and Illinois, together with that of Wisconsin, 
Michigan and the entire basin of the Upper Lakes, a trade which 
will also be speedily employed by the opening of a communication 
now making by a canal seventy feet wide and seven feet deep, be- 
tween Lake Michigan and Chicago and the Illinois river, at the 
head of steamboat navigation. A steamboat communication, by 
slackwwater between the Mississippi river and Lake Michigan is 
also contemplated, by way of Green Bay and the Fox and Wiscon- 
sin rivers, -a survey of the route having been already made by the 
general government ; and further, the navigation of Lake Superior 
will shortly be opened to the craft of the other Lakes, by a canal of 
easy construction around the Falls of St. Marys river, the outlet of 
that Lake. 

The population of this territory at the present moment is more 
than a million ; what it will be fifty years hence we leave for the 
imagination to determine. To enable strangers to judge of the 
trade of lake Erie at this time, we give the official statement of 
the custom and canal collectors at Cleaveland, showing, the former, 
the number of arrivals at that point, together with the tonnage of 
lake craft during the season of 1837, the latter the amount of mer- 
cliandize and produce cleared and received through the Ohio canal 
^during the same period of time* 

CUSTOM HOUSE, 
Clisavsland, Ohio, Nov. 14, 1887. 

IBi. SMtTH, Esq. Supenntendeni of Public Warksy Lake Erie. 

'Snr:-— In answer to your inquiries I have to state, that by the 
reexamination of the papers filed in my office, it appears that the 
number of ships, brigs, schooners and sloops which have arrived 
«t the port of Cleaveland with cargoes during the past year, and up 
to the 14th of November instant, amouni; to 1125, the aggregate 
tonnage of the same 106,875 tons. Hie number of steamboats 
which arrived at the port trf Clevelaoid datvii^ ^% ijWS8iR\«Ms^ 

3 
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amounts to 975, and their ag^(r^gate tonnage to 840,000 tons. The 
number of foreign vessels which have arrived at the port of Cleve- 
land during the same period, amounts to 156. The clearances of 
course have been the same as the arrivals. 

Yours respectfully, 

SAMUEL STARKWEATHER, 

Collector of CutiovM. 

Caxal Collbctor's Office, 
Cleaveland, Nov. 13, 1837. 

Statement showing the amount of most of the different kinds of 
property which arrived at or was cleared from Cleaveland during the 
present year up to this date. 

Abkivbd, 





1837. 


1830. 


Bushels of wheat, 


533,984 


176,689 


. do flaxseed, 


7,313 


no account. 


do com, ... 


272,689 


no account. 


do oats. 


87,887 


• 


do mineral coal, 


176,154 


5,100 


Barrels of flour, ... 


185,635 


32,988 


do pork, ... 


40,837 


878 


do whiskey, 


10,754 


2,442 


Pounds of lard. 


1,492,286 


no account. 


do butter. 


672,149 


no account. 


do bacon, • . . 


2,812,009 


no account. 


do pig iron. 


947,847 


do 


Hhds. of tobacco, ... 


1,425 


do 


Feet of lumber, 


- 745,426 


do 


Perches of stone, ... 


3,803 


do 


Cleabed. 






Barrels of salt, • 


58,403 


23,404 


do lake fish, - • - 


4,989 


4,482 


Pounds of merchandize, 


8,122,175 


8,272,640 


do furniture. 


1,900,137 


no account. 


do gypsum, 


1,398,748 


190,400 


Feet pine lumber, 


1,887,099 


no account. 


M pine shingles, - - • 


2,446 


no account. 


Pairs mill stones. 


25 





D. H. BEARDSLEY, Collector. 

Note* An accurate estimate of the value of the above, produces 
the following result, $12,^01,355 00. 

When the above statement was made, navigation had not closed, 
and considerable business was done afterwards. For instance, up 
to the close of navigation 203,691 barrels of flour were received in 
place of 185,635, the number stated; 42.057 barrels of pork, and 
so on with all the different articles named, while the merchandize 
cleaned actually amounted to 8,776,154 pounds ; of this, however, 
our statement, although correct, is not official ; accordingly that of 
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die coUectot is gi?eii in pvofeience^ {n oider toshow the increaae 
of busineaB on the Ohio canal, we have given in another column 
the amounts of some of the most important articles received and 
forwarded at the same point during the year 1890, after the com- 
pletion <^ the entire canal. 

As to the increase of the lake trade, it may be observed that in 
1825 a single steamboat and a score or two of second and third rate 
schooners, comprised the whole of the craft then afloat on lake Erie. 
As a fact strongly contrasted with the present state of things, we 
would here observe that one of the undersigned during the month 
of June, A. D. 1825, was detained at Buffalo a week for a passage 
to Cleavelaad, on board either steamboat or schooner. The en- 
suing season it is contemplated to establish a d&iiy line of steam- 
boats between Buffalo, Cleaveland and Chicago, a distance of nine 
hundred miles, apd three daily lines between the two former cities 
and Detroit. Nor is this going beyond the actual wants of the tra- 
velling cpmmunity, as will be readily conceded, when we state the 
fact that more than two hundred thousand passengers were con- 
veyed westward on lake EHe, and ninety thousand in a contrary di- 
rection, by steamboats alone, during the season of 1887. How 
shall Pennsylvania draw to her great commercial emporium, and 
through the heart of her own territory, this vast trade, is the ques- 
tion. By the most direct route that is practicable, is the simple 
answer. 

We turn to the map of the United States, and- point out the 
cities of Philadelphia, Pittsburgh, Cleaveland, Detroit and Chicago, 
almost in a right line, as also the mouth of the Maumee river, soon 
to be the site of a town inferior in population and business to few 
upon the lakes. 

The distance from Cleaveland to Pittsburg is ISO miles, and 
thence to the city of Philadelphia 300 more, in all, from the lakes to 
tide, 430 miles, by the present travelled route. A rail-road of this 
length would consume less than thirty hours running time, in pass- 
ing over it at the rate of fifteen miles per hour. By no other route 
can the lake be reached at a point as far to the south and west, in 
the same time. But again, Pittsburgh, the Birmingham of Ame- 
rica, is situated upon this route, and the Ohio river is followed by 
it from that point to the mouth of Beaver, and as though every ad- 
vantage were to be concentrated upon it, the distance from Cleave- 
land to the mouth of Beaver is only 100 miles, bringing the Ohio 
river and lake Erie nearer together than at any other point. The 
market upon the lakes fur the manufactures of Pittsburgh is unli- 
mited; her steam engines, iron of every description, glass and nails, 
are wanted in immense and rapidly increasing quantities, while as 
yet no mode of transportation is offered except by means of wagons 
over a road well nigh impracticable for three-fourths of the year. 
We have not done, however with the superior advantages of this 
route. It is not only direct, and leading through the heart of the 
State of Pennsylvania, with the additional advantage of connecting 
the points most important to be travelled. But it is available at & 
time when the icy hand of winter has sealed vVuosa toraXfi^ \i\as^ 
are farther north, and which besides ate laota c\tGUv\.«v3»» 
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Tba Western dealers* supplies of merchandize are wanted for 
spring and summer, and at an early period, for winter at the latest 
practicable and then we come to what is finally the grand advantage 
of the Southern, or Pittsburgh and Cleaveland routes. 

The navigation of Lake Erie is now well understood, and it may 
be divided into two parts; the one embracing the upper^ the 
other the lower half of that important thoroughfare. The former 
being the Southern and Western part of the Lake, is available for 
purposes of navigation, together with the canals which lead south 
and south west from it, both earlier and later in the season than 
the latter or eastern and northern part. To prove this fact, the 
following table is given, shewing, by statements taken from the 
Custom House books, the difference between Cleaveland and Buffalo 
in the opening of spring navigation, from 1829 down to 1637. 

Ijake Erie open at Lake Erie open at Difference in favor 

Cleaveland. Buffalo. of Cleaveland. 

1829, April 10, May 10, 30 days. 

1830, " 3, April 6, 3 days. 

1831, March 29, May 8^ 40 days. 

1832, " 28, April 27, 30 days. 

1833, April 2, " 28, 26 days. 

1834, February 1 " 6, 64 days. 

1835, March 20, May 8, 49 days. 

1836, April 14, April 26, 12 days. 

1837, March 20, May 16, 55 days. 
The cause of the great difference shown by the above table to 

exist in favor of Cleaveland in regard to early spring navigation is 
two-fold, viz. The southern position of the upper half of lake Erie, 
and the fact that a current exists from its inlet at the mouth of De- 
troit river to its outlet at Buffalo, accelerated by the prevalence of 
westerly and south-westerly winds throughout the year. At the 
close of winters of ordinary severity, the ice which has been made 
above is driven by Wind and current down the lake, and this, added 
to the greater formatiorf in the lower or northern part, while the 
outlet is blockaded, and (were it not) is insufficient for the dis- 
charge of the immense quantities there accumulated. 

At Cleaveland, where the lake is vridest, and not encumbered by 
islands, on the first approach of spring the iqe disappears, passing 
down, and leaving the navigation free at the earliest moment that 
vessels can be put in motion at any point above. From Cleveland 
flown to Buffalo the passage of the ice and its disappearance are 
gradual, port after port being successively accessible at periods va- 
rying precisely as their distance from the former place varies ; the 
difference in favor of lower ports as contrasted with Buffalo, di- 
minishing rapidly as the latter point is approached. As in proof of 
this, the custom house books at the different ports are appealed to 
and their production (or rather, that of official statements taken 
from them) challenged. The occurrence of a mild winter, when 
comparatively little ice is formed, as in 1830, of course works a 
change in the opening of navigation, rendering it nearly simulta- 
neous throughout the lake. V^th the western channels of commu- 
nication open at an early period in the spring, how important that 
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Ihd gfettt obstacle interposed by the ice still remaining in th^ eas- 
tern half of the lake, should be obviated, and a channel cpened 
which shall furnish both trade and travel, with an easy outlet to- 
wards Philadelphia and the other cities of the Atlantic sea-board. 
Now the trade of the lakes under all the inconveniences to which 
the northern route is liable, must be carried on through that chan- 
nel. Open the Philadelphia, Pittsburgh and Cleaveland rail-road, 
and the Buffalo and New York route, is from that moment aban- 
doned so far as the transportation of passengers and light goods is 
concerned, while the Pennsylvania and Ohio canals will also fur- 
nish a southern route for the transportation of heavy merchandise 
and produce. 

Those canals alone are not calculated to draw passengers to this 
route, especially when compared with the rail-roads of N. York, which 
will shortly be completed from Albany to Buffalo, and one of which 
it is already contemplated to extend through Upper Canada in a 
straight line to Detroit, and so on to lake Michigan. This effort 
however, must be unavailing, if Pennsylvania is true to her own 
interests ; for the direct route to the heart of the western country 
is through her own territory, and it is a route which, if improved, 
may be used at times when the northern route is closed. Whether 
the trade of Philadelphia and Pittsburgh with lake Erie alone is 
conceived, or that of the great country beyond and communicating 
with that lake on the south and west, is brought into the account, 
the importance of a direct southern communication connecting 
those cities first with each other, and then with the lake Erie at 
Cleaveland, cannot be overrated. That this point is favourably lo- 
cated for the purpose, is not only shown by what has already been 
stated, but by the fact of its rapid increase in business and popu- 
lation, while not as yet enjoying the advantages of the communi- 
cation contemplated. In 1830 her whole population did not ex- 
ceed 1000 souls ; in 1837 she numbered, with the adjacent city of 
Ohio, more than 10,000 inhabitants. To show the increase of 
trade since the same year, reference is only necessary to the table 
given above. 

Strike lake Erie at this point with the rail-road in question, and 
the three cities of Philadelphia, Pittsburgh and Cleaveland are 
bound together by a chain never to be broken, and the trade of the 
west is secured forever. Delay the opening of this communication, 
and New York continues to enjoy the trade of that country, and 
not (m\y so, but she will render it more difficult each successive 
year to change the great current by facilitating trade and travel 
through her own territory and strengthening her business con- 
nexions with the west. 

All of which is respectfully submitted. 

C. M. GIDINGS, 
FRED'K WHITTLESEY, 
W. B. LLOYD, 
JOHN BARR, 
WM. QUIMBY, 
SAMUEL STARKWEATHER.^ 
delegates /rom Cl*at>«Uww5i.> 0\*»' 
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BjLBMMBBvnGy Maich 9, 1888^ 

T6 R. T. CoxRAD, Esq. President of the Rail Road Convention 

at Harrisburg. 

Sis: — In pursuance of a resolution adopted by the Conventiony 
authorising delegates to present, through you, to the publishing 
ceounittee, such information as they possess illustrative of the 
objects of the Convention, permit me to offer the following: 
. As a member of the committee on the second and third resolu- 
tions, I had, previous to the meeting of the committee, hastily 
4rawn up in short hand the following informal report. It was read 
to the committee as the views of an individual, and as such it i^ 
jfjow submitted to the public by the advice of the chairman of said 
<U)mmittee. 

As to the second resolution, the committee are prepared to report 
.as follows, viz : 

l^t lliey find by examination that the necessary powers have 
been given, both by the Legislature of Ohio and by the Legisla- 
ture of Pennsylvania, for the construction of a Rail Road from the 
Ohio river at Beaver to the harbour of Conneaut, upon Lake Erie, a 
distance of about 100 miles — the one half in Pennsylvania, the 
other in Ohio. This line has been surveyed and the work is to be 
commenced the present spring. 

2d. They find that power has also been given by the Legislature 
of Ohio, to construct a Rail Road from Cieaveland by the way of 
"Warren, to the Pennsylvania State line, at a point not very remote 
from that in which the first named improvement will cross; but in- 
a«]auch as it may be found inexpedient to touch the Pennsylvania 
line precisely at the point where it may be intersected by the road 
from Beaver to Conneaut, it is deemed advisable to ask the Legis- 
lature of Pennsylvania, to give such additional power to the Beaver 
and -Conneaut Rail Road Company as would authorize a connexion 
with the Cieaveland and Warren Rail Road, at such point as may be 
fbtuad most convenient; and also to extend their line eastwardly 
from the mouth of Beaver to the city of Pittsburgh. Should this 
plan be adopted, additional commissioners could be added at the 
two extremes, who, in conjunction with those already appointed for 
the Beaver and Couneaut road, would take the supervision of the 
entire line from Pittsburgh to the State of Ohio. 

As to the first part of the third resolution, which has reference 
to the propriety (k causing a survey to be made, with a view to the 
■constrniction of a Rail Road between the city of Pittsburgh and 
the town of Erie upon the Lake, the committee find no difficulty — 
they unanimously concur in recommending it to the favourable con- 
sideration of the Convention, and of the Legislature, if desired. 

As to the second part of the third resolution, having reference 
to the relative merits of Cieaveland and Erie, they are constrained 
to acknowledge that it presents a question of » extreme delicacy, 
and one which neither themselves, nor any similar body, can with 
propriety decide, until the surveys shall have been made, between 
which n comparison may be instituted, touching the relative dis- 
tance, character of line^ expense of construction, probable busi- 
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1X688 to be done, and probable beuefita to result to the state; m to 
all of which facts they are now comparatively ignenuit. The^r 
would therefore beg to be excused from the expression of a direct 
opinion upon the subject, while they proceed to give some general 
views respecting the importance of both lines alluded to, and of all 
other lines of improvement which shall serve to connect more inti« 
mately the city of Philadelphia and the commonwealth of Pennsyl- 
vania with the great north west and south west — and leave to those 
delegates who represent the interests of different points upon the 
Lake, to present, not for the decision of the Convention, but for the 
information of the public, and the inspection of our Legislature, 
the statistics upon which they respectively base their claims to a 
preference^ if their merits entitle them to a prd^erencey or to aa 
eqital share of public favour and legislative aid, if their deserts are 
equal* 

The proposed improvement, for the furtherance of which this 
Convention has assembled, is to open a more intimate a connexion, 
and speedy communication between the city of Philadelphia and 
the immense regions west of the Allegheny mountains ; not only 
with the Mississippi valley, drained by two hundred rivers and na« 
vigated by more than six hundred steamboats ; but with the equallj 
interesting and expanded region of the great north-west, upon the 
waters of whose lakes, even in the present infancy of the country, 
employment is given to about fifty steamboats and three hundred 
ships, brigs, schooners and sloops, to say nothing of the hundreds 
of canal boats and other small craft, that glide upon the lesser 
waters of Ohio, Lidiana, Illinois, Ouisconsin and Missouri. 

While we contemplate the magnitude of what now isy and look 
forward to what is to be, let it be remembered, that this mighty 
region, which some thirty years ago was a comparative wilderness, 
numbering but a few hundreds of scattered inhabitants, now teems 
with millions of the most enterprising and prosperous people upon 
the face of the earth : whose infant efforts have already achieved 
that which would do credit to the older and more wealthy states 
east of the mountains, or even to the proud nations of Europe* 
They have already their canals in successful operation for hundreds 
of miles, and provision made for the construction of rail-roads in. 
almost every direction through all these north-western states and 
territories. If, then, within the last thirty years, they have grown 
from hundreds to millions, as it respects their numbers and their 
wealth, what will be the result of a similarly continued progression 
for the next thirty years? The probable result is too overwhelming* 
for present consideration, and we therefore pass to matters of less 
magnitude, but more immediately connected with the subject now 
under consideration. 

. The state of Ohio has, among her numerous other public works, 
authorized by legislative enactment the construction of no less than 
five rail roads to connect the two great systems of inland naviga- 
tion above alluded to, viz. the waters of the Ohio and Mississippi, 
with the waters of the north-western lakes at their nearest approach, 
which is but a short distance below the city of Pittsbut^\v« ^Vtf 
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five rail-roada afe to start from remote points in the north and west, 
with the acknowledged, common object^ of opening up a thorough-^ 
fare to the east, by the way of Pittsburgh — to do which it has been 
ascertained, from the peculiar face of the. country and the sur<« 
rounding hills, that they must converge to a common centre at the 
mouth of Beaver, if rendered continuous ; since from that position 
there is no practicable pass through the hills, eastwardly, but upon 
the margin of the Ohio, and by the way of Pittsburgh, already the 
centre of a vast system of commercial, manufacturing and agricuU 
tural interests. Pittsburgh^ therefore, has been named as a point 
in the contemplated thoroughfare. The necessary enactments^ 
having been obtained from the legislature of this commonwealth to 
pass from the mouth of Beaver to the Ohio state line, and from the 
said line to the lake, being authorized by the state of Ohioj at 
least one rail-road communication will soon be effected between the 
rivers and the lakes, without further legislation from any quarter: 
and by granting to that part of the last mentioned company within 
our own state, small additional powers, they would be enabled to 
cover the ground contemplated by this Convention, so far as to 
connect Pittsburgh with the lake at two pointgy and that, too, as it 
is believed, by the energies and resources, alone, of the country 
through which the improvement is to pass, without asking the legis- 
lature of Pennsylvania for a single dollar, or for the incorporation 
of any new company, not now in existence. 

Pittsburgh Men, if not before, must be the natural and inevit-^ 
able centre to which will be drawn the principal business from a 
region of country extending westwardly over more than one huu" 
dred degrees of an entire circle, with radii extending to the Gulf 
<cf Mexico, to the Rocky Mountains, and to the frozen regions of 
the north-west. These five rail-roads to be constructed by the 
people of Ohio, and not by those of our own commonwealth, must 
ultimately unite at Beaver and at Pittsburgh, like so many fingenr 
of the human hand ; and we npw ask that the city of Philadelphia 
may be permitted to stretch out a raiUroad arm through the inter^^ 
vening counties of our oton commofiwealthy till it unites with that 
hand, upon the legitimate Pennsylvania frontier, of both the south-- 
west and the north-west ; for that hand is now open, and nerved to 
grasp the products of the great and fertile west, and dispense them 
in the east, or, to scatter to the western wikls, the fruits of east^ 
ern commerce, of eastern arts, and of eastern wealth. 

Of Cleaveland and of Erie, much may be justly said, though the 
scale be less magnificent — ^for they are both indeed centres of ex-^ 
tensive systems. But let the fact be disguised as it may, let Erie 
and Cleaveland have their full weight m the scale, and it only goe» 
to prove, that Pittsburgh is in fact the centre^ to which and from* 
which an immense bunncss must continue to converge and diverge,, 
not only westwardly, but even over an htindred degrees of the circle' 
eastwardly, as is indicated by the course of the Alleghany and 
Monongahela, the two great rivers that form theOhio at that place^ 
Pittsburgh has^ at present her 40;,000 inhabitants, her two or three 
liundred steam engines, constant^ engaged in manufaeturing for 
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the WMtern market; «nd she exhibited . to my own «(jrea, whip ^ 
m way to thii OonTeDtion, what cannot be shown by any oity ea^ 
*Miim mountains, y'lz fifty •fmar steamboats! waiting for the fire^bt 
of a thousand wagonsi now on the road from Philadelphia and m1* 
timore, laden with merchandize, which, with thousanda of tonSt 
manufactured in Pittsburgh, these boats are to distribute over a tor* 
ritory embracing two millions of square miles ! And shall not Pitta* 
burgh be a point in the contemplated line of improvement? 

All these facts are well known to Baltimore and to New York, 
and by them duly appreciated, but the citizens of our own com* 
tttonwealth have slept so soundly, as to have heard but little of the 
matter. But will Philadelphia, Pittsburgh, and the intervening 
•oounties now represented in this Convention, continue to sleep upon 
their posts? Shall the citizens of this comnionwealth continue to 
look coolly on, while such a prize is at stake, and such competitors 
in the field ? We trust not — ^we know it cannot be. 

With a view to the introduction of some authentic geographical 
and statistical information, for the use of this Convention,in their 
Airther deliberations, we close by asking a single question* Whan 
the State of Ohio shall have completed her canals and her raiUroadi, 
,hlld liAed them with boats and with cars> laden with the rich pro- 
Aieto.of her own soil and that of her north western nejghbOTS.an|), 
tiaehing the Pennsylvania state line, shall say to the citizenaof rean* 
lylvania, may we be permitted to enter, and traverse your State, pad 
•xchange with your farmers, your merchants, and your manufacturers^ 
the conunodities of the west, and the money which we bring, for 
the merehahdize of Europe and the manufacturers of Pennsylvaniity 
in which you deal ,* or must we turn back, and seek, a nuurkdt ia 
New York, in Baltimore or down the rivers of the valley ? Th*^ 
question is, will we receive them, or will we not? 

Respectfully &c« 

MARCUS T. C. GOULp. 

. P. 8. At the request of the chairman of the committee of whicip 
I was a member permit me to add the following 

BRIEF SUMMARY OF THE BUSINESS OF PimBUROHp 

ANNUALLY. 

Domestic Coal business, independent of the im? 
mense quantities that are sent from die Mpnonga* 
hela down the Ghio^ and to the east, Bushels ll^MijpM 

Arrival of five and six horse wagons, during the sus- 
pension of canal navigation, say three m^mths, 50 
a day, or in three months 4600, with lbs. ^fi60fiQ9^ 

At an average of 2^ cents, in three months, 775,M0 

Arrival of two, 'three and four horse wagons, annually 

about -StOM 

With country produce equal to lbs- 18,000,000 

Imports and exports, by steamboats arrived in Pitts- 
buifh alonei averagii^g the years 1885, 6 and !> T^'o* ^%?^ 
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fumugtn on the canal, eastwarclly, for a tingle 
tbonlh, as shown by the Collect<»'i books, 4404, or 
during 7 months, 10,660 

Bjr Beven different stage lines, estimated at five pas* 
- Hengera each, per annum, 36,660 

Bhowmg an aggregate of passengers, eastwardly, 66,210 

MsAuftctures of Qotton, white lead, iron, steam en- 
gines, glass, ropes, d^. dsc. 611,606,000 
Aetual mercantile operations, including dry goods, 

groceries, hardware, ^. d^. 18,100,000 

Cbmmissipn business, 5,870^000 

HiOB blowing an aggregate of manufacturing and 

mtieantile operations alone, annually exceeding 680,000,000 



Sunburyi^ March 21 ^ 1886. 

Oa behalf of the committees Of Sunbury and Northumberland, 
I beff kam to oflbr you a statement Mspecting the rail-ioad eoimnb- 
nieameii from Sunbury to Erie, pursuant to a resolution of the Har- 
fiibai|i^ raiUroad convention of the 6th instant. 

With great reepeet. 

Gentlemen, your obedient wrant, 

HUOB: BELLAS. 
!%• Hon. RoBBBT T. CointiiD, 
A^ othtirB tomfomng the fMiMnff cemmUiu* 

To ihfi Committee of PubliccOion of ike Horriihirgh Com^enftoii 

of the ^th of March, 1838. 
Obhtlembn : 

Upon examining the valuable report presented to the Philadel- 
phia 'Tk>ivn Meetitig the 8d of December, 1886, by the eomodttee 
fif citizens delegated to the William«{>ort Convention, beld the 1^ 
of November preceding, we consider it as embracing nearly litt the 
useful information which can be given at present, on the subject of 
the proposed rail -road from Sunbury to d»e harbour of Erie* Tp 
th'at aUe p&peri wc;, therefore, beg leave to refer, aspre^^ocupying 
ititfWtelOw wIiq1» gtound in a superior manner, ud we refiuesttfiat 
so much of it ^s may be deemed expedient by the committef^ ef 
fmblication, mny b^-ombodi^ an4 reoeive publici^. Sbioh iddi- 
troilftflips eif information af have b^en oollected, ere now i#q>tct- 
laUjr fvbmitted, with the int^tttidi, that, so far 9B,imW^ wortiqf 
of q>ace and attention, they may be digested ii^t^ IqmitndpiiV 
iJikfHl* ^ith this explanation we offer the following 
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STATEMENT. 

Since the Williamiport convention, vis. on the third of April 
1887, an act was passed by the legislature of this State " to incor* 
p(Mte the Sunbury and Erie, and Pittsburgh and Susquehanna raiK 
road companies.*' Ilie former of these companies is authorized by 
this act to construct a rail-road from Sunbury by the way «f NorthuAi* 
berland and Williamsport, by the most eligible route to the harbour of 
Erie. The capital is three millions of dollars, and power is given to 
enlarge it to six. The latter, or Pittsburgh and Susqueharina Com- 
pany*, with a capital of two hundred thousand dollars, is authorized 
to make a rail-road ** from the city of Pittsburgh along the waters 
of the river Allegheny, and thence, by the nearest and best and 
most practicable route, so as to intersect the Sunbury and Erie 
rail-road at any point they may think most advisable, either on the 
waters of the Allegheny, or the West Branch of the Susquehanna, 
or at any other intermediate point.^' Six thousand shares of stock, 
of one hundred dollars each, were subscribed to the Sunbury and 
Erie rail-road ; part of it by citizens of Philadelphia, Ene, and 
others, but principally by the Pennsylvania Bank of the United 
States, at the instance of various respectable citizens anxious to 
promote the work. A charter has been accordingly 6btain^, thfc 
company organized, the principal engineer and his assistants a|^ 
pointed, and preparations are in progress to comme ce, without 
delay, a survey d the route. 

Att&r the )mceedings and reports of the William8|sort Conveo- 
tion, and t^ incorporation of these companies, it is n6t appre- 
hend^ that the expediency and utility of this great improveillent 
still ie<|tikea proof; nor, ct course, until a full and vigilant exai- 
minatiott be made by the engineer corps, can the precise roate be 
indieaied. But that severu routes axe jpraeticable tar a raiUroad 
between the mouth of the Bald Eagle, on the West ftaneh, aiid the > 
Allegheny river, is highly probable. The examinations, hithertb, 
have had in view a canal communication ; add the mmoarft whi«^h 
reached the Williamsport Conv ntion whilst in session, that this hid 
been found practicable, has been verified by Engineer Aycrigg*8 
reports to the Ouial Gmimitoic^ners, in December 1836, and l^ebru- 
ary 1887. 

Evidence will not be required to prove that a continuous raiU 
raioLd can be constructed, if a continuous canal bo practicable; and 
from Mr. Aycrigg's reports, and other examinations, there can be 
no reaaenable doubt, that such a road can be made the whole dii- 
tance tQ Erie, and to Pittsburgh, by way of the West Branch, 
without an inclined plane. By such a road the 400 miles from Phi- 
ladelphia to Erie may be travelled by passengers in less than thirty 
booTB, and to IHttsburgh in a shorter time. ' 

In several other respects the Sunbury and Erie rail-road posaesa- 
es peculiar adv9ntages. (t is nearer to the centre of the state than 
any other route proposed. It is the only route usefnl to the c«nlxtik^ 
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ttorllMnif and north-western counties, which hare borne their shaie 
«f burtheost and, as yet, received so little benefit from our-vast •>• 
pendiftires for improvements. It passes through large ibreets of 
fine timber, and the heart of the great fields of iron ore and bitu* 
minous coal ; and it unites with the extensive rail-roads, canals, 
and .natural navigation of other fertile regions. 

At the junction of the North and West Branches of the Susque- 
hanna, in the beautiful and spacious basin formed by their coniBu- 
ence in the Shamokin dam at Sunbury, are gathered together, by 
eanak and by river navigation, from our centnd and northern coun- 
ties, and from some of the southern counties of New York, the * 
IMToducts of fourteen millions of acres, and of six hundred thousand 
thriving and industrious inhabitants* A vast amount of the supe- 
rior timber, and abundant grain — some of it descending 250 miles 
from the interior of the most fertile counties of New York, and 
150 miles from the iron and coal regions of the West Branch, are 
here collected. Although this commerce has yet offered but little 
of those boundless treasures of coal and iron, which must consti* 
Inte the principal part of our productive industry, and inexhausti- 
Ue ifisources and wealth, still it is of sufficient magnitude to de» 
ferve great consideration. Seven years since the vdue of the pro* 
pertj descending the Susquehanna to Baltimore was estimated, by 
a careful comparison and average of dates, to amount (o (8,440,000, 
of which about three-fourtha, or 92,580,000 were deoned the pro* 
ducts of the two branches and their tributaries. The toftnage of 
this pn^erty was estimated at 169,282 tons, at Baltimore, and Uiree 
fourths of it, or 126,062 tons at the Sunbmy basin. Of lumber, 
alonos the quantity descending was estimated at 120 millions of 
feet, and ihd superior quality of this is well known in our cities. 
It is not imagined that the rail-road would withdraw these products 
from the canals ; on the contrary, it would swell their ^MUiagB by 
the. bulky and ponderous products of the mine, and forest. 

IT a central route be advantageous, that by the West Branch 
emtnently possesses, it If a line be stretched from Philadelphia 
to firiOi it will cut the atate diagonally, a few miles south of Sun- 
bury, and a iTew miles north of Bellefonte, near the centre of the' - 
'State; further north-west, it will cross the West Branch near Kairt- 
kaus's, and afterwards, Bonnet's branch of the Sinnemahoning, 
.passing through the great iron and bituminous coal regions. Ag^, 
a line directly east and west through the centre of the state, will 
pass through Sunbury, and strike &e Allejgheny river at the mouth 
of the Manoning creek, a suitable point, it is believed, for the rail 
road from Pittsburgh to quit that river, to unite with the rail-road 
from Sunbury to Erie, as contemplated by the act of incorpcnration. 
Thus, and thus only^ the central and northern counties would be 
aecoitamodated. 

At Sunbury, the Erie ndl-road will be joined by the contemplat- 
ed rail-road to Harrisburgh, unite with the rail-road to .Pottsville, 
.and intersect the Pennsylvam'a canal and its north and west branch 
divisions. The road to Harrisburgh, twelve miles south of Sim* 
. bory, crosses the Big Mahoning creek, within eight miles of .the 
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wMtofn ttrminalioQ of that aoal field ; fourto«n miles Airther eeuth 
it the Ljkttni Valley rail«road from that coal field; fourteen miiei 
lUither aouth the canals of the Juniata and Susquehanna are met 
in the dam at Duncan's island ; and fifteen miles further south a 
junction would be formed with the rail-road at Harrisburgh, leading 
to Philadelphia. From Sunbury, the raiUroad eaatwani, towards 
the Schuylkill, called the Danville and Pottsville rail-road» is now 
finished and in use for twenty-miles, extending two miles into the 
Bhamokin coal basin. Twenty miles north-east of Sunbury, on the 
North Branch, the Catawissa, or Little Schuylkill and Susquehan- 
na rail-road joins the North Branch ; and thirty-five miles hi^^er 
occur the Wyoming Valley and its coal basin, and connexion by 
rail-road with the Lehigh. Thus, at the eastern starting point of 
the Sunbury and Erie rail-road are found converging, the Harris- 
burgh rail-road extended from Philadelphia, the Pottsville rail-road 
extended from Philadelphia by the Schuylkill, the Little Schuylkill 
and Susquehanna rail-road, at Catawissa, twenty miles distant, and 
the junction of the Pennsylvania and North and West Branch ca- 
nals* 

fiat at WilliamspoiC forty miles northward of Sunbury, another 
connexion is ofiered, probably of yet greater importance than any 
one of these. There the rail-road coming south from Elmira, se- 
ventj*fiMr and an half miles, is to be intersected by our &ie rail* 
road* Upon that work, above two hundred thousand dollari have 
been expended, twenty-five miles of the road have been formed, 
and are ra|ndly ad^ancinff to be used in August next. The extra* 
ordinary importance of this road to Pennsylvania is evident in this 
manner. Our powerful neighbours on the north, full of hM and 
gigantk enterprise, finding her harbour at Bufiklo blocked up by 
winter, five or six weeks later than ours at Erie, and our canals 
moving some weeks earlier and later in the seasons than her own, 
projected her grand Erie rail-road to counteract the advantages oi 
our milder climate. The severe frosts and snows of New York 
would thus serve to slide the products of the west and north-west 
to her rail-road, and the road would transport them eastward during 
the winter, lliat communication finished, she might regard our 
boast of five weeks earlier navigation with derision. But the El- 
mira and Williamsport rail-road, tapping her great rail-road near 
its centre, and uniting with our Erie rail-road, will again curb and 
counteract her superiority. Elmira being about 200 miles nearer 
to Philadelphia than to New York, by the .canal, and about seventy 
miles nearer than by her rail-road, passengers and produce arriving 
at Elmira from the west by that road, would prefer the nearer rail- 
road to Philadelphia by Williamsport and Suabury. The Elmira 
road then, offers in this respect, alone, a weighty argument, were 
any required, for the construction of the West Brench road to Erie. 
The mineral riches on its route are abundant, and, for its coal and 
iron, salt and gypsum would be received in exchange from New 
Yoric, and extensively distributed on the waters of the West 
Branch* 

The importance to Philadelphia of the immense commere% ^gt*- 
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thering iuto lak« Erie is manifest, and it were itrange if Ptfintyh 
TomanM disputed the sound policy of conducting it to their chief 
citjT. . The liberal and upright character of the merchants of Phih^ 
deiphia, the public spirit and public contributions of her capitalists 
and citizens generally, to public improvements and public burthens, 
give her a strong claim to share in the commerce of the lake, 
which is receiving so much from many states and wide spread re- 
gions. Whatever is transferred «t the harbour of Erie to the Sun- 
bury rail-road, Philadelphia is sure of; other routes from the lakes 
are doubtful or hopeless. On the north-east of Erie harbour, 45 
miles is Dunkirk, a New York port, receiving her great rail-road ; 
45 miles further is Bufiido, from whence, of course, all goes to 
New York ; south-west of Erie, 103 miles, is Cleaveland, a port 
of Ohio, from which produce naturally finds an avenue down the 
Ohio. Nor is Philadelphia secure of that which reaches Pitts- 
burgh ; for thence it may either move down the Ohio, or seek* a 
channel into the valley of the Potomac. A selfish, or narrow po- 
licy is not desired, but the natural tendency of trade is down strean); 
and if Pennsylvania do not counteract its gravitation southward, by 
transverse lines of rail-road from Erie on the Susquehanna,* and 
from the Susquehanna to the Schuylkill and Delaware, she will be 
unjust to herself, and insensible to the reward of her magnificent 
improvements. In her generosity to New York, by permitting h^r 
rail-road to be extended to Erie, whence that state aspires even to 
reach the Mississippi ; — in her generosity to Maryland — a judicious 
measure it is admitted — aiding and authorizing the extension of a 
canal to the Chesapeake ; in her generosity to New Jersey and New 
York by " ouUeU^ from the Delaware, Vhich " never ^ry enough;**— 
in her generosity to Ohio, in capital, in canals and rail-roads, she 
nay at last find herself so surrounded by open arteries and *' out- 
lets** of the vital currents of her commerce, as to paralyze her ovTn 
infant energies, and create channels for others wkick she never 
can close. 

Erie harbour is our oidy harbour on the great lakes ; and the only 
good harbour from Buffalo to Sandusky. Its navigation is generally 
open about five weeks earlier than Buffalo. By Colonel 6ratiot*s 
recent report to the War Department, the United States have ex- 
pended 8112,151 in improving the harbour. *' It appears unneces- 
sary »" says the report, " to repeat all that has heretofore been said 
as to the importance of Preque Isle Bay, and of this [United States*] 
improvement, connected with it, in a commercial and military point 
of view. When the improvements in progress shall have been com- 
pleted, the government will have at its disposal for naval purposes, 
a perfectly safe roadstead, covering an area of upwards of three 
(thousand) acres, with a depth o/t water from ten to thirty feet, with 
entrances at each end, havmg channels sufficiently deep to adnut 
the largest vessels which can navigate the lake, and the immense 
commerce of the lake will profit, to an extent diflicult to estimate, 

by the same advantages.** '^ It appears from Mr. Hamot*s 

report, that from the opening of the navigation at Erie on the 17th 
of April to the dOth of September 1837, five hundred and forty 
steamboats cleared from the port of Erie, whose tonnage amouYited 
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to 191,791 torn, and the number of pataengtrs to 79,349 ; and that 
during the same period, the number of plearancea of biiga and 
schooners was 107, whose tonnage amounted to 7,867 tons. 

The population of Erie is stated by a respectable citizen of that 
borough to be 4,100, and the steamboats now on the lake he states 
at sixty-five, in burthen from 100 to 800 tons, some of which ex* 
tend their voyages 1000 miles. One year since the number was 
said to be fifty. The Butler Convention of December 1884, say 
that in 1825 there was but one steamboat on the lake, though then 
thirty-four. The county of £rie contains a population of about 
thirty thousand, and rapidly increasing. The harbour is one hun« 
dred and thirty miles from Pittsburgh, and by the West Branch 
route about four hundred from Philadelphia — about one hundred 
less than by the New York rail road. 

We have thus attempted to furnish some information having re- 
lation to a rail-road communication between the city of Philadel- 
phia and lake Erie, by the way of the West Branch of the Susque- 
hanna, it U deemed an itnprovemeTU of the deepeet concern to the 
wkoU Maie^ ike foundation of whoee pemuineni protperity and 
power is her vaei mineraJ treaeuree. This routz would form a con- 
IvmouM rait'Wayy toiihoui steep grades or an indined plane ; a Kne 
eenirdl emd commodious to the middle and northern counties; an 
avtmie tkrough the great iron and coal formations ; a communiea* 
tien wkh oU^ conoerging lines of roaas^ canals^ and rivers^ bear' 
ing ike riches of thefeld^ the forest and the ndne ; a conveyanee 
for ike trade and travelling from the centre of the state of New 
York; an able competitor of her great Erie ratUroadfor tie com- 
meree of the lakes ; a communication by which, and by wkick 
clone, a foU share of the commerce of the West and North-west 
eon be secured to the city of Philadefyhia, 



JAMES KAY, 
JOHN B. BOYD, 
JOSEPH WALUS, 
WM. FORSYTH, 
HENRY H. BURR, 
JAMES TAGGART, 
JOHN YOUNGMAN, 
WM. JONES, 
JAMES LEE, 
C. WOODS. 
Northumberland Committee. 

Bcjmvwt^ March 21, 1888. 



HUGH BELLAS, 
DANIEL LEVY, 
HENRY MASSER, 
EDWARD GOBIN, 
HENRY YOXTHIME, Jn 
A. JORDAN, 
CHARLES G. DONNEL, 
D. BRAUTIGAM, 
CHARLES W. HEGINS, 
CHARLES PLEASANTS. 
Sunbury Committee. 



cvBlond, 





minating upon Lake Erie. 

nd to Biltiinon fia PItlibargli, 360 milet 



tUnd to New York ? U Bnflklo ta 



1 










-T- 



. - /' ng 

'-' / \ . n, 



/, 



/ 






-f I. 



V 



d 
■e 

o 
d 

[f 
o 
d 
d 

,s 

t 

'd 

I' . ' ' . •tj: #Mt -.fy 






.'I 'I ^t 



1 



"i'A v-A\ ui r\\ ..»•'»> ; 



v.* 






- -% 



? I 



\ 



1 



V. / 



y 



.1 



»^ •:•<«• • tp* •• •« ■ 



■ •,■• u. '"•I 



%■ A ■ • ■ 



• •: v 



.*:•>. 



.-(•■n«.. 






<7 




.f< 




.11 "-.f. 


1 


11 




• 


• 


* . 'l 


A 1 ' . 



I.' • 



A...' 



'»V V jr. .. 



fc' •.. t . 



APPENDIX. 

Estraa fhom ike Repirt of the Committee appaifiied at the meet* 
i$fg of the citizens of the City of Philadelphia, on the M of 
November f 1886, which woe unanimously adopted by said meeting* 

It is to the restlesd enterprise of tliose neighbors, that we Ai'e 
ptifhaps indebted for the strongest impulse for acting now. Re- 
f(drence to a few significant facts will illustrate what is meant.-— 
The city of New York has with Lake Erie a complete and perfect 
Wkter communication, by means of the Erie Canal. Philadelphia 
has none. Nor will she, even when the Erie extension and thd 
cross-cut canals are completed, have such an avenue to the lakes as 
WiB enable us, in the seasons of open navigation, to compete with 
New York in this respect. Observation of the existing state of 
things, as well as moderate foresight, has, however, satisfied the 
pabHc spirited citizens of our sister State, that the trade of the 
North Western Lakes must take other outlets than its single canal; 
and while Philadelphia, with far greater natural advantages, ne- 
glects the great opportunity of a direct diagonal line of communi- 
cation with the Lake which her position might give her — ^the lasl 
year has given birth to two greslt enterprises in New York, direct- 
ed flolely to securing the Lake trade, either of which is deserving 
of aH admiration; in the enlargement of the Erie Canaf, aiid the 
constmction of the great New York and Erie Rail Road. — ^If, then, 
New York considers herself justified in executing new &nd gigaur 
tic enterprises to secure the great trade of the Li^es to her capital^ 
mfid if' we have it in our power to construct a cheaper, a shorter and 
better route than she can possible devise, are We justified in bdhg 
lon ge r indififerent? 

We say a cheaper, shorter and better route. From the Hudson 
to the hajrbor of Dunkirk, itf a distance of, say four hundred and 
eighty-three miles. Over this whole distance, a rail-road is to be 
ccAnpleted at a cost, according to the estimates, of noY less than 
nine millions; Supposing the connection through Pennsylvania to 
be by canal, it must be li^me id mind, that it is already completed 
as fiur as die mouth of the TaHgascootack, on the We^t Bi^anch. If 
by rail-road, all that need be constructlsd for thei preseifL Will be 
from^ the head of the State wdrks just referred to, to the Lake, and 
when hereafter, as doubtless it soon will bd, a continuous rail-roact 
will bd required, the only link to be supplied will be between this 
north-western section of the road, and the progressing workiei at 
Sanbnty and CutawisiBa, f^om either of whidb points tl^ rail-ro6d 
communication to Philadelphia will be sdbn completed'. The su- 
periority in oth^r res^pects' of the Penilsylvtmia WbrltT i^ equally 
decided— both in relation tO' the point of termination On the Lake, 
and t&e resources of the country through whiich it will p^S. For 
wbila tber New York r«il-road pa^setf thitmj^ a comitty of do\i6tful 
ftftilhy; fiad limits minend pttMhct^ th« 'tixitbSj/im&i ite^itfv'e; 
mwi t tiiy g isea regifXffii df mttUipMi^ itSMtAr^MirM^ atfif tlJMjibtf 
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must become the avenue by wbich not only the Lake business will 
travel to the eastern market, but by which the whole coast of the 
Liakes may be supplied with our iron and coal. As to its ter- 
mination, it is well known that the harbor of Erie is the only safe 
harbor on the coast from Buffalo to Sandusky. It can be approach- 
ed with any wind, and is capacious enough to contain ail the 
shipping, which for a long time to come will float upon the upper 
lakes. In this respect alone, the superiority of the Pennsylvania 
over .the New York improvement, can scarcely be appreciated.— 
The port of Dunkirk, where the New York and Erie road is to ter* 
minate, is believed to be little better than an open roadstead wholly 
unprotected, and which will require a very large expenditure be- 
fore it can be rendered even ordinarily secure. 

In point of freedom from ice in the spring and fall, Dunkirk, dis- 
tant about forty-five miles, can boast of little superiority over Buf- 
falo, which is known to be closed on an average always five weeks 
earlier and later than Erie. So slight in this respect is the diffe- 
rence between Dunkirk and Buffalo, that it is confidently believed 
that the interests of the New York Company will induce them, 
when they obtain the consent of Pennsylvania, which can scarcely 
be refused, to extend their works as far westward as Erie, and 
there fix its termination. In fact, a company has already been in- 
corporated by New York to make a rail-road, crossing the New 
York and Erie Rail-road at Dunkirk, from Buffalo to the State line. 
The stock has been fully subscribed, and measures will before long 
be taken to continue the road from the line to Erie. Should this 
be done, and no communication be effected through Pennsylvania, 
Erie having become the great depot of the produce of the Lakes,, 
will look altogether to New York as the metropolis. As Pennsyl- 
vanians and Philadelphians, we ought to endeavour to avert this 
result. 

It is not designed in this place to enlarge upon the increasing 
trade of the Lakes, for the transit of which the New York works 
are constructing. It is enough for us to know, that having one 
line of communication they deem it utterly inadequate, and are 
actively engaged in designing new ones, while we, without any 
outlet, have been thus long the indifferent observers of their move- 
ments. Let any one cast his eye on the map, and observe the im- 
mense tracts of country in the progress of settlement to the North 
West, possessing a fertile soil, and rapidly filling up with an active 
attd enterprising population, and he will realize how utterly inade- 
quate are all the existing or projected outlets for the business which 
the (exigencies of this vast territory must create, and how vast a mar- 
ket for goods from the Eastern cities has, within a few years sprung 
up in the wilderness. In 1825 there was but a single steam boat 
navigating Lake Erie, and that an inconmiodious vessel, whose 
engine was not able to propel it at a more rapid rate than four 
^^le8 an' hour. This season there are at least forty fully equipped 
steamers on the Lake, and square rigged vesseJs to the number of 
liearly two hundred. And ^a an illustration of the immense amount 
of business now done on the lake, mainly in the transportation of 
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emigrants and supplies for their subsistence, it is a well afcertaio- 
«d facty that two citizens of the town of Erie, owners of four of the 
laifest steam vessels on the Lake, received during the last year at 
least thirty thousand dollars clear profits from their investments. 
AU this tide of emigration now passes partly along the Canada 
diore and the St Lawrence, but principally through the Erie Canal. 
What advantage our New York neighbors promise themselves from 
its continuance and increase, may be inferred from the following 
passage taken at random from the report of the Directors of the 
New York and Erie Rail Company /or 1835 : 

** If the experience afforded by^he Erie Canal be taken as a guide, 
it may be safely stated that the accomplishment of the proposed 
work will add not less. than one- third to the present population and 
trade of the city of New York, and augment in an equal degree its 
landed wealth ; and that it will double, if not quadruple, the pre- 
sent value of the extensive district, embracing six millions of acres 
in the southern and middle counties of the State. When it is con- 
sidered also, that by means of the great avenues of intercourse, and 
its tributaries now springing up and spreading through all the great 
Tallies of the west, bringing Lake Erie into close connexion with 
the Mississippi and Missouri, and extending southerly even to the 
Gulf of Mexico, the immense inland communities upon the western 
waters for the purpose of trade, will be rendered commercially tri- 
butary to this state and metropolis, it becomes difficult to fix within 
moderate bounds, the value of the proposed road, or the amount of 
travel and transportation which it is destined to create and accom- 
modate.'' 

Such testimony, from such a source, is as significant an admoni- 
tion to us to arouse to active exertion, as any that could be given. 
Having secured the command of the trade from the valley of the 
Mississippi by means of the cross cut canals, and our main line, we 
have bnly to devote our energies and enterprise to active competi- 
tion for the lake trade, to secure the greater share of it. — ^With a 
continuous line of rail-road to Erie, by the west branch of the Sus- 
quehanna, an intersection of the New York works by the Williams- 
port and Elmira rail-road and North Branch Canal, and a rail-way to 
the Ohio through the southern counties, our Pennsylvania Improve- 
ment System will be complete, to render this Commonwealth the 
richest and most prosperous of the States, and to make this city, 
what her position so well enables her to be, the great distributing 
City of the Union. 

These cursory remarks have been made in the-eamest hope df 
calling public attention anew to the proposed public work on the 
West Branch route, as one of the most important, as it actually hifa 
been the longest neglected of our enterprises. The first, and only 
measure we have now to adopt, is to send an efficient delegation to 
represent this city in the Williamsport Convention, to co-operate 
freely and cordially with our fellow-citizens in the consummation of 
this great design. 
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J^xtnmU from the V^port cf the Philadelphia DeUgata to the 
CanvmiHont held at WUHamspini an the Uth (f Naoember^ 1886, 
made ai a meeting of the dHzene of Philadelphia^ on the M 
December^ 1836. 

There were in attendance upwards of two hundred delegates, 
representing the following counties, viz: Erie, Crawford, Warren, 
M'Kean, Jefferson, Potter, Tioga, Clearfield, Centre, Lycoming, 
Northuoiberland, Union, Columbia, Schuylkill, Dauphin, lAnqaster, 
and the City and County of Philadelphia. The Convention was 
organized on the morning of the 16th, and continued in session 
during the whole of that day and evening. Its official proceedings 
have already been laid before the public. 

It is not at all necessary, on this occasion, to enlarge on the im* 
portance to this community of the great enterprize of a connexion 
hf rail-way of the head waters of the Susquehanna with the Lakes* 
!Ilie mission of the undersigned, authorized as it was by the ap- 
proval of their fellow citizens, abundantly attests their views on 
this subject. Had there, however, been a doubt of the absolute 
necessity and perfect practicability of the attempt, it would have 
l^een removed by the personal observation which the undersigned 
had it in their power to bestow, and still more by the results of their 
consultation, especially with their fellow citizens of the North-west. 
A few considerations which were pressed anew on the minds of the 
i^ndersigned on this point, may not inappropriately be stated here. 

The vast teriitory which must ultimately make Lake Erie its 
only avenue to market, comprises the whole of Michigan and 
Ouiseon^in, the Northern portions of Ohio, Indiana and Illinois, and 
tjiie yet unsettled territory further Westward. Throughout the 
^iNrmer section, even in its territorial character, settlements are 
ri^pi^y extending. The population of Michima alone may now 
be computed at about one hundred thousand. That of Ouisconsin, 
ecQpicdiiig to the dGcial returns, is tweuty-two thousand two hun- 
dred and thirteen. With a climate adapted to the habits of settlers 
firom the temperate regions, with all the means of agricultural acti- 
vity, with mineral resources of great value and abundance, com- 
prising, with the single, though important exception of coal, all 
tli^t is necessary for manufactures; this vast district of country has 
within itself means. Which require only outlets, to make its citizens 
the be^t customers i|t the eastern markets. It is scarcely worth 
while to speculate as to the relative value of the trade of me Mis- 
sissippi VaUey proper, and th&t of the Ijake country, but one fact 
in relation to theni)^ deservea es^cial notice. The Mississippi 
tiade B^iust always be, to a considerable extent, diverted down the 
iiv<er to New Orleans. Let there be as many canab and rail-roads 
i|s these may» a large proportion of the bulky product of the valley 
will pursue the natural avenue to market, and goods will be sent in 
return the same way. The laborious ascent of the Mississippi, 
which, in the view of the early statesmen of our country, formed 
the only obstacle to its being the exclusive outlet of the Western 
eountry, has been obviated by the introduction of steamboats, and 
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with the various facilities of river navigation, it always must come 
ifito successful competition with our canals and railways. The 
Like country has, and can have no outlet hut hy our canals and 
nil-ways. The St. Lawrence, besides being a stream interrupted 
by falls and rapids, like the Mississippi, before the purchase of 
Louisiana, is under the control of a foreign government. The 
Welland, Rideau and Lachine Canals are all British property. The 
eountry merchant feels the import duty on every bale of goods from 
Quebec or Montreal, because he directly pays it. The population 
of the Lake country must therefore rely on artificial means of com* 
mnnication through the States of Ohio, Pennsylvania and New 
York, with the seaboard; and into Lake Erie as its great and only 
reservoir, must this vast amount of business be deposited for dis- 
tribution. In the competition between the two commercial cities 
on the Atlantic, each, it must be borne in mind, has its respective 
ndvantages. New York having an avenue already opened in its Erie 
canal, Philadelphia in her turn having the benefit, not only of tran- 
saC through her own territory, but that through Ohio also. 

While the undersigned believe that no existing statistics can do 
juatioe to the prospective amount of the business of the Lake 
eountry, as thus amassed for distribution in Lake Erie, and that 
estimates to come near to. what will be reality must now appear 
exaggerated, they cannot abstain from stating anew some facts as 
to the trade as it now is. 

The present amount of business on the Lake and its growth 
since 1825, cannot be more strongly stated than in the following 
extract from the memorial of the Canal Convention which met at 
Butler in December, 1834. 

*<In 1825," says the memorial, "there was but one steamboat on 
Lake Erie, now there are thirty-four, of which fifieen^ amounting 
to four thotisand tom^ were buiU in 1834, then there were but a 
few ill-found schooners, now there are about 150, some of which 
are more than two hundred tons burthen, and all of them in size, 
appearance and fitness for business equal to the same class of ves- 
■eb on the Atlantic coast. This vast increase of vessels is still far 
dKurt of the increase of business. By the opening of the Welland 
Ouial, running through Canada, a considerable portion of the Lake 
Ontario vessels are engaged in the Lake Erie trade. A large por- 
tion of the salt for the supply of the country bordering on Lake 
Erie and the West is brought from Oswego through the Welland 
Ganal. The vessels take in return cargoes of agricultural products, 
a portion of which goes to the Montreal market, and the balance 
to be landed at Oswego, and transported through the Oswego and 
Erie Ganab to New York. It is believed, from information derived 
ftom official sources, that there is at least 2500 tons of Lake Onta- 
rio shipping constantly employed on Lake Erie. 

*^ If such has been the increase of Lake trade in the last few 
years, whm the great West is in its infancy, what may we expect 
vheii it is covered with a dense population, which its uncommon 
fertility and the facilities of emigration leave little doubt will bo 
the case before many years. Last year (18dd) it was ascertained 
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ibcHit 60,000 emigranU left the port of BafUo far Oe to Weet 
It is bfllieyedy although no exact account was kapt, that the incwaaa 
ftom the same port this year is at least S8 per cant^ which will 
make about 80,000. The emigration shippinjif at all the other Mto 
hubeenlarge. Mo estimate of the number ofemigraatsbjlaiiacaB 
be made, it has however been very great—the road leadiiif tnm 
Buffalo west along the Lake shore has been literally filled wiA 
them. As many as 250 wagons with families have been counted 
in a single day. The territory of Michigan has more than qwrni* 
mpled its population in four years, and the increase in the 
liorth-western counties of Ohio, and the northern parts of Indiana 
and Illinois, has probably been in about the same rstio. This im* 
mense and ifertile country will put afloat upon the Lakes its surplua 
produce, there to seek the Atlantic, through the shortest, c'heapeil 
and most certain channels." 

This statement is entirely within bounds. The experience of 
the current year more than confirming the expectations of the moat 
sanguine as to an increase of Lake trade. In these estimates too 
the effect of the projected improvement in Indiana and Illinois is 
not taken into consideration. So soon as the Wabash and Maumee 
Canal shall be completed, and the rail road communication, or even 
good turnpike roads westward from Detroit to Chicago, and thence 
to the head waters of Mississippi, the business of what is yet an 
inaccessible territory, will be diverted to the Lake. The agricul- 
tural and mineral products of this district even while it is a wilder- 
ness, form an item of commerce well worthy of attention. 

In 1835, according to the report of the Secretary of the Treasury, 
there were exported from the United States, the following amounts 
of articles, peculiarly the growth of the Lake country. 

Pot and Pearl Ashes, . . • . 6,448 tons. 

Ginseng, 808,020 lbs. 

Wax, 876,161 lbs. 

Peltry, $759,068 

Quercitron Bark, 7,880,000 lbs. 

And in a late number of the Detroit Advertiser, it is stated that the 
annual transportations from the Mississippi lead mines to the East- 
em markets, have amounted to about fourteen millions of pounds, 
and that this year, (1886) they will not be less than twenty mil- 
lions, owing to the opening of the new mines at Dubuque and 
Mineral Point, in Wisconsin Territory. At six cents per lb. this 
will be worth •! ,200,000. The same paper adds, ''The freighting 
is now done by the way of New Orleans to New York; when the 
communication either by rail road or ordinary roads shall be com- 
pleted to Michigan, the immense freighting from the mining district 
will be done through the Lakes at^ Erie Canal to New York^ 
whicii can be done in less than one quarter the time it now takes 
by the New Orleans route." If this, then, be the value, and these 
the infont resources of the wilderness, what, may we not ask, will 
be the worth of the Lake trade to the Atlantic Markets, when an 
active, intelligent, and educated peculation, as it soon will, shall 
bestow its energies on this rich and untrodden field of enterprise. 
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Hie immense trade thus accumulated in Lake Erie, can find an 
outlet at but three points — Cleaveland, Erie and Buffalo. Yraok 
the last of these only is there a complete communication with the 
seaboard — ^by the New York canal — though at each have new 
works been commenced having the same great object in view.— - 
From Cleaveland by the cross cut canals, and from Erie through 
Mercer and Crawford counties to the Ohio at the mouth of Beaver. 
The completion of the New York canal and the rapid progress of 
the communication with the Ohio works have already developed the 
expected results in their influence on the points at which they ter- 
minate. The growth of Buffalo is of itself a prodigy. Those 
who visit it now with the recollection of what it was ten years ago, 
are the best fitted to judge how strictly reasonable are the most 
glowing anticipations of the growth, the resources, and the wants 
of the Lake country in years soon to come. Twenty years ago 
there were not twenty houses within its precincts. Ten years ago 
it was a thriving, active village, the creation of the New York im- 
provements, and then, even as a village, the object of just admira- 
tion to every visiter. Now it is a city — a minature of the Atlantic 
ports, but true in the resemblance even in all the accomplishments 
of industry and enterprise. Its spacious streets filled with throngs 
of residents and travellers — its harbor crowded with craft of every 
size and description from the steamboat of seven hundred tons to 
the canal boat of fifty — its beautiful public and private buildings, 
indicating the existence of wealth, of comfort and luxury, all tend 
to show what the resources of this country bordering on the Lakes 
have produced, and to illustrate what further and greater results it 
may yet develope. In a single period of twenty days in the sum- 
mer of 1835, a larger amount of goods was shipped for the upper 
lakes from Buffalo than during tliMS whole of the year 1834. llie 
tolls on the New York canal for the month of September, 1836, were 
less than during the same month of 1835 at all the offices eastward 
from Rochester to Schenectady inclusive, while at Albany and Buf- 
falo, the two points where goods for and from the Lakes were ship- 
p€id, the increase was nearly twenty four thousand dollars. In fact 
it may be assumed, that the local trade on the Erie canal has reach- 
ed its maximum, and that the increase of tolls for the present year 
arises wholly from the increase of Lake trade. During the year 
1685 there were at Buffalo steamboat arrivals and clearances to the 

number of 1,440 

During the same time there were arrivals and clearances of 

sloops, brigs and schooners, 1,840 

Total arrivals and clearances of all kinds of Lake craft, - 3,280 
with an aggregate tonnage of at least 550,000 tons. In July, 1836, 
there were on the Lake fifty steamboats, one hundred and fifty 
schooners, five brigs, and three ships, and yet not one half the goods 
which arrived at Buffalo from the East during this season have been 
shipped from want of tonnage. At Cleaveland, alsor— whence, how 
ever, there is no communication to the seaboard, the amount of Lake 
business done by the way of the Ohio canal, and its rapid and regu- 
lar increase, will appear firom the following statement : 
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Id 1825, tlie total tonnage arrived was •» . « 7,010 
In 1838, do do • - << ^ 338^500 

In 1835, Talue of foreign imports, .... 00 

In 1888, do do ^ - -^ . 8,500 

In 1835, merchandize exported coastwise, • • 50,166 

In 1883, do do ... . 1,794,000 

In 1835, merchandize imported .... 183,645 
In 1888, do do « . . . 4,700,000 

While these ports were thus thriving under the fostering influ" 
ence of actual and projected improvements, until within the present 
year, Erie, the only good port on the Liake, the only point for which 
nature has done any thing, was left utterly neglected. At the last 
session of the Legislature, owing to an accidental relief of the 
finances of the Commonwealth, the extension of the Pennsylvania 
canal from New Castle in Beaver county, to the harbour of Erie, 
was at last commenced, and there is no reason to doubt its certain 
and ultimate completion. So far as mere justice to North Western 
Pennsylvania is involved, the early pledge of the Commonwealth 
will be thus redeemed. 

Considering then all the public works now in progress as com- 
pleted, it remains to be seen whether there is not still another 
connexion to be made of equal importance with any of those vdiich 
have been enumerated, viz. a Railway by the route of the West 
Branch of the Susquehanna. It has been already shown that the 
business of the Lake country, is more than sufficient for the full 
employment of all existing or progressing public works. It is scarce- 
ly worth while to pause to enquire whether, as a matter of public 
concern only, Pennsylvania should not avail herself of her natural 
advantages, and with the means of making a shorter, a better, and 
more certain communication, hesitate for a moment to improve 
them* The significant fact of the gigantic efibrt now making by 
New York in the Pirie Rail Road, should be decisive with every 
citizen of Pennsylvania. The West branch of the Susquehanna 
affiirds an avenue for a railway to the Lakes, which, if improved, 
may safely defy all competitton. Let it be compared, in point of 
distance^ with any improvement now contemplated, or in progress, 
and this superiority must be conceded — assuming what is* not inr 
point of fact to be conceded that there is no choice of ports on die 
Lake, and that the points of transhipment are equidistant fkam 
market, the length of the difibrent routes is as follows: 



1. Bufialo to New York by Erie canal, .... 508 

2» Dunkirk to New York by Ene rail-road,. • . 511 

8» Cleaveland to Philadelphia by Mahoning canal, * 567 

4. Cleaveland to Philadelphia by Sandy and Beaver, • 573 

5. Erie to Philadelphia by Chenango route, . . ^ 563 

6. Erie to Philadelphia by Want ]banch rail-road,, • 414 

We have stated the distances' on the assumption thai the porta 6t 
the Lake were equally eligible. So lar is this frona hmsg. Ihacaaa^. 
that at certain, seaaen* of th« Toai^ tbeir iri$l6^^§fiQttiii^ueAjfm^ 
tions confineatlM eboiee to Uearvland aad Eiiti md ft ittm Mk . 
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mdmit of dispute that between them, every thing else being equals 
there can be really no choice — the former being utterly destitute 
of any of the natural requisites of a good harbour, and admitting 
of but little artificial improvement, While the latter combines every 
requisite of perfect security, easy access and ample space. That 
the assertion, with respect to the geographical superiority of Erie 
and Cleaveland, (for in this respect, owing to the formation of the 
southern coast of the Lake, there is little or no difference) may 
not be considered as at all gratuitous, the following statement of 
facts taken from official sources, is submitted for consideration: 

DATS, 

In the year 1829, the first arrival at Cleaveland from Detroit, 

was on April 10 

The first arrival at Cleaveland from Buffalo, • - May 23—43 
In 1830, the first arrival at Cleaveland from Detroit, April 3 

from Buffalo, April 17 — 14 
In 1831, from Detroit, March 29 

from Buffalo, May 12—44 
In 1832, from Detroit, March 28 

from Buffalo, May 8—40 
In 1833, from Detroit, April 2 

from Buffalo, April 27—25 
Making an average of more than thirty-three days in the spring 
alone. In further illustration of this, it was stated to the under- 
signed, that while in 1831, on the first of May, the harbour of Buf- 
falo was closed with heavy ice, on the thirty-first March, steamboats 
left Erie for the westward, and were not afterwards interrupted. 
Compared, then, with any outlet to the seaboard having its termi- 
nation further eastward, a communication through the north-western 
counties of Pennsylvania must have a decided preference. It is 
not necessary to institute a comparison between such an avenue 
when completed, and the canal routes in progress through Ohio and 
Pennsylvania. They will all be tributaries to Philadelphia, and 
all deserving, of our countenance and encouragement. There are 
a few prominent incidents to the improvement contemplated by the 
late Convention, and the mode in which it is to be accomplished, 
which seem especially to deserve attention. 

1. As a mode of transit for passengers, it will admit of no rivalry. 
The vast tide of emigration, which must flow on for years to come, 
to the western and north-western, settlements, will necessarily seek 
the shortest and most commodious channel. If the emigrant, on 
landing in this country, can be directed to a route by which, at less 
expense of time and money than by any other he can reach his 
point of destination in the far west, he will certainly pursue it. 
The shortest, cheapest, and most certain route we have shown to 
be by the Pennsylvania West Branch Railway — shorter by more 
than one hundred miles than the New York and Erie Rail RiDad, — 
cheaper, because shorter, — and more certain and more commodious, 
because under a much less rigorous climate. We have already 
submitted some statements of the amount of emigration on Lake 
Erie a few years ago, since which time it has iromeasoxahl^ vcr 
creased. An average of five hundred may \» *^^^i i5\wR^^ >» 
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